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• The Dalton was the first ten key adding machine and introduced in 1902. It 
became one of the most popular 10 key adders.    It was patented in 1912 

• Early models had glass inserts to view the gears calculating the answers.   By the 
1920's over 150 models had been designed and the glass windows ceased 

• It's a hand crank machine 
• The little square “silver window” is used to release untripped  hammers 
• As long as it operates, it is considered in good to very good condition 

 
• Our Serial# 70521, with a large carriage and four red keys on the left-hand side, 

appears manufactured in 1920-1926, prior to the 1927 “Non-Print Key” patent 
– Dating and photos via:  http://francis-teyssier.com/dalton.php 

• Dalton merged with other companies to become Remington Rand in 1927. The 
1928 Remington Rand catalog offered Dalton branded adding-listing machines 

 
• Web-sites with manyphotos of pre-computer adding machines devices 

– http://www.officemuseum.com/calculating_machines_adding_listing.htm 
– http://www.prehistoriadelainformatica.com/calculadoras-calculators/ 
– http://www.xnumber.com/xnumber/frame_malbum.htm 
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Metal clip on end of ribbon 
slides fully into wooden spool 
and into slot of turning shaft. 

When ribbon does not auto-reverse, turn machine 
on side, push away latch, and slide shaft to engage 
gears on opposite end (See next slide) 

Ribbon goes 
between roller 
and tine 

Ribbon goes 
behind twin tines 

Press Total Button and pull the 
handle slightly forward until the 
ribbon tines rise up.  This makes 
it easier to thread the ribbon. 



If ribbon does not auto-reverse:  
• push away latch 
• slide shaft to engage gears on 

opposite end 
• return latch to locked position 

Ribbon rotation Gear 
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Digit tally window is merely 
a painted stick with dots 
that slides back and forth! 

Press correct ALL the 
way down the clear an 
unwanted number 

Use BIG digits for 
typing in a number.  
Lightly touch, digit 
occurs upon release 

Ignore - Subtraction 
is complicated to do 

Prints an ‘E’ 
on paper 

Before pulling 
handle, hold 
down to repeat 
current number  

Pull lever to clear, 
Press Total, 
Pull lever to total, 
Pull lever to clear 


