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Royal High School began life in Fall 1968. There was no senior class that 

first year. The Class of 1970 (Juniors) and 1971 (Sophomores) came mostly from 
Simi Valley High students who lived on the west side of town.  
 

Of the 1,500 students attending Royal by 1970, more than 150 (10%) were 
active in instrumental, vocal, or drama groups, often overlapping in roles and/or 
playing multiple instruments. These students were active in many campus clubs 
and academic pursuits. 
 

The following scanned images reflect the: 
1. School year Stage Productions held in the Cafeteria/Auditorium  
2. Summer Teenage Drama Workshops held between the Library and Cafeteria with 

the audience in folding chairs on the Quad lawn. 
 

The summer drama workshops used the Cafeteria front as the stage, with 
scenery rising 30 feet from the concrete pad. The thus hidden Cafeteria doubled 
as dressing area, prop storage, and stage entrances/exits. The pit orchestra 
played from the west edge of the seating area, wired with music stand lights. 
Lighting crews were perched on tall scaffolding on the lawn. The shows started 
when the skies became fully dark. 



November 

1968 



Mrs. Jennifer J. Short was the first 
theatre arts teacher at Royal High. 
 
With her magnetic personality - a pied 
piper without the wind instrument – she 
always had a host of young people 
following in her wake. 
 
She set the bar very high with her 
dedication to quality productions. 
 
James R. Short served as her staging 
and/or technical director during all these 
early years. 

(Photo Credit: Cruachan 1969) 



The Miracle Worker 
 

Program Notes 
Annie Sullivan, though sighted, often wore very dark 
glasses. She had nearly gone blind, but eye surgery 
restored her vision. The doctor, who ran the medical clinic 
where all that took place and upon receiving a letter from 
Captain Keller, sent Annie to be Helen Keller's teacher.  

 
Director 

Jennifer J. Short 
 

Technical Director 
James R. Short 

 
Partial Cast 

Annie Sullivan Linda La Munyon 
Doctor Barry Langston 
Blind Girl 1 Janine Boe 
Blind Girl 2 Peggy Jackson 
Helen Keller  Nancy Huston 
Counselor Tim Nordmark 
Annie’s Mother Lisa Osserman 

 

 
 

November 1968  



The Miracle Worker 
November 1968  

(Photo Credit: Cruachan 1969) 
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May 

1969 



May 15-17, 1969 





Enterprise, May 7, 1969 
Photo Credit: Doug Andrews 
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The Importance  
of Being Earnest 



May 1969  
Photo Credit: Ron Palmer 

Ron  
Palmer 

Frank  
Blake 

The Importance of Being Earnest 

John  
Azar 

Bruce  
Frisbey 

Lee  
Hulett 

Robin  
Bonis 

Kristi  
De Lange 

Peggy  
Jackson 

Linda  
La Munyon 



Summer 

1969 



Call for Orchestra for Teenage 
Drama and Music Workshop  
July 7 through August 15. 
 

Mr. Dean Immel taught at  

Simi Valley High School but the 
Workshops drew him in gladly. 

(Photo Credit: Enterprise, May 26, 1971) 



Photo Credit: Enterprise, July 16. 1969 

A large turn-out of 188 students tried out for the three plays for the summer. 
The 10-member pit orchestra handled the first two short plays … and the full 

orchestra played the pit for Finian’s Rainbow in mid-August.  

Darla Van Hoven George Davis 

Paul Nelson 



July 1969 



Enterprise, August 8, 1969 
Photo Credits: William Reese 

Terry 
Wolf 

Rona 
Goldstein 

Chris 
Chapin 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 





Enterprise,  
August 8, 1969 

Photo Credit: William Reese 

The 
Emperor’s 

New Clothes 

Rona 
Goldstein 

Terry 
Wolf 

Mari 
Carpenter 

Jim 
Tillman Mark 

Morro 



Enterprise, August 8, 1969 The Elves and the Shoemaker 



August 4-8, 1969 



The Elves and  
the Shoemaker 

Nola  
Mariano 

Doug 
Andrews 

Chris 
Nicholson 

Peggy 
Jackson 

Darla  
Van Hoven 

Enterprise, August 8, 1969 
Photo Credit: William Reese 





Enterprise, August 13, 1969 



August 13-16, 1969 



Enterprise, August 13, 1969 
(Photo credit: William Reese) Finian’s Rainbow 

Terry 
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Davis 

Tom 
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Dawn 
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Nancy  
Huston 

Tom Benner 
Paul Nelson 

Dawn Spare 

Enterprise, August 13, 1969 
(Photo credit: William Reese) Finian’s Rainbow 





Tom  
Benner Ron  

Palmer 

Paul Nelson 

Dawn Spare 

Enterprise, August 13, 1969 
(Photo credit: William Reese) 

Finian’s Rainbow 





Fall 

1969 



Mr. Dennis Enfield joined the Royal High faculty 
in the fall of 1969, and taught Theatre Arts 
during Mrs. Short’s one-year sabbatical. He then 
worked with her for the 1970-71 School Year. 

(Photo Credits: Cruachan 1971 ) 

Mr. Enfield was committed to providing students with a thorough grounding 
in all aspects of theatre (on stage and BACK stage).  He was adventurous in 
choosing lesser-known plays, often dealing with challenging themes. 

(Photo Credit: Ron Palmer, June 1971) 



Photo Credit: Enterprise June 16, 1970 Winnie The Pooh 

Barry Langston 

Ron Palmer 

John Azar 

Darla  
Van 
Hoven 

In Royal High’s second year, some of the Drama Department presented a 
benefit performance of short scenes from “Winnie the Pooh” for a group 
of handicapped children at Garden Grove Elementary School. 

Debbie  
Sumner 



January 

1970 



By Maxine Reese 
Enterprise, January 1970 

Tonight at 8:00 



January 1970 



Enterprise 1970 

Photo Credits: Cruachan 1970 

Frank Blake 

Linda  
La Munyon 

Barry Langston 

Robin Bonis 



Frank Blake 

Linda La Munyon Barry Langston 

Robin Bonis 

Robin and Linda exchanged roles on Saturday Night … 
So Barry kissed both leading ladies! Poor Frank! 

Photo Credits: Cruachan 1970 





Enterprise, January 1970 

Aria da Capo 

Lee McAllister 

Ron Palmer 

Kristi De Lange 

Liz Lemos 

Penny Riley 



Aria da Capo 

Lee McAllister 

Ron Palmer 

Kristi De Lange Liz Lemos Penny Riley 

Photo Credits: Cruachan 1970 



Ron Palmer Lee McAllister 

Aria da Capo 
Kristi De Lange Liz Lemos Penny Riley 

Photo Credit: Cruachan 1970 





Photo Credit: Enterprise, January 1970 The Bald Soprano 

Debbie Sumner Darla Van Hoven Doug Andrews 



Ron  
Palmer 

Photo Credit: Enterprise, January 1970 

Darla  
Van Hoven 

The Bald Soprano is a rollicking satire on the drabness of the English 

middle class, in which people talk to each other at cross purposes, failing to 
understand, and getting nowhere in the matter of communication. 
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The Bald Soprano 
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Photo Credit: Cruachan 1970 





May 

1970 



May 14-16, 1970 





Barry Langston 

Ron Palmer 

Debbie  
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Liz Lemos 

Nola Mariano 

The Man Who  
Came To Dinner 



Enterprise, May 1970 
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Summer 

1970 



August 5-8, 1970 

(Barry Langston) 

Held at Sinaloa  
Junior High School 





Barry Langston 

Nola Mariano  

August 1970 (Photo Credit: Ron Palmer) Rags to Riches 



August 1970 









Fall 

1970 



Fall 1970 



The Skin  
of our Teeth 

Lynne  
Green 

Photo Credit: Cruachan 1971 

Michael  
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Chris Chapin 





May 

1971 



1971 





Photo credits: Enterprise, May 12, 1971 

Suzanne Boundey Nita Voeller 

David Balk 





The Orchestra watched this specific film version 
during class (following along in our parts) to hear 
how the music was SUPPOSED to sound. 

Carousel Pit Orchestra - May 1971  
(Photo Credit: Ron Palmer) 

Harry  
Briley 





Photo Credit: Cruachan 1971 

Peggy Jackson 

Suzanne Boundey 

Juanita Voeller 
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Carousel was a gift from all these Seniors 

David Balk 



June 16, 1971 



Summer 

1971 



Held at Sequoia  
Junior High School 

July 1971 







Skip Holman Jim Tillman 

Rona Goldstein 

Diane Bollard 

Photo credit: Enterprise, 
 July 21, 1971 

The Wizard  
of Oz 





Fin 


